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The workshop is a communal and social activity where the participants 
make their own colourful flags and hang it on a piece of rope, leaving a 
personal mark on the camp.

YOU WILL NEED

Besides the tools, you will need textile from discarded clothes or rests 
of fabric. You can pick these up at a warehouse where volunteers sort 
through donated clothes.

- pre-cut fabric
- flag template
- marker
- scissor
- thread
- needle

PREPARE THE WORKSHOP

If you use discarded clothes cut it into large pieces before the   
workshop begins. So cut away necklines, waist bands and zippers and cut 
open sleaves and trouser legs.

GOOD TO KNOW

• 4-6 participants per adult, age 5 and up.
• Duration approx. 2 hours (the kids can come and go).
• Show the participants an example of the flags when introducing.
• Guide the participants but let them do all the steps by them self. 
• Make sure to clean up the workspace during the workshop.
• At the end of the workshop, always count the tools, they tend to  
 dissapear....
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HOW TO MAKE THE FLAGS

1. Choose a piece of textile.

2. Place the flag template on the textile and trace it.
3. Cut the traced line with a pair of scissors.

4. Repeat step 3 and 4 as you need two pieces.
5. Pin the two pieces together front side up.
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5. Sew by hand the two long sides.
6. Sew by hand the flag onto the line, leaving 10-20 cm space in between

7. When the workshop is finished, go out to a nice spot with the partici-
pants to hang the flags.
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DECIDE with common sense whether it is a good day or moment to do the 
workshop. Make sure you do not interfere with school schedules and lunch 
breaks. Respect the atmosphere of the camp. Sometimes it’s better to 
cancel a workshop because of incidents or other unplanned circumstances. 

TEAM UP with fellow volunteers. It’s more comfortable to lead a work-
shop with more people, you have more time to explain and keep control. 
Be sure to brief your volunteers well and in advance.

PREPARE the workshop well before you start. Sometimes it can be  
overwhelming how many kids are running around with scissors and needles. 
A good preparation reduces your workload during the workshop itself,  
allowing you to focus on helping more participants. 

SHOW the participants what they will be making. Seeing the end result is 
a great way to get them to focus.

EMPOWER the participants to do all the steps themselves. People can be 
insecure about not doing it right. By letting the participants do  
everything themselves they regain confidence and feel more autonomous 
once they’ve actually done it.

STICK to the task. Sometimes participants want to make other things 
than what you have prepared. This will cause disagreements between 
children, so in a flag workshop you make flags (and not bags, for example)

RESPECT each other and the materials. If children are fighting each 
other, breaking things on purpose or trying to steal tools, you can tell 
them to leave. 

RELAX during the workshop. You don’t have ten hands, so participants 
just need to wait if you are helping someone else. Your vibe determines 
how much the kids can concentrate and focus on the task at hand.

FUN should always be at the core of the workshop. So have fun! And when 
it’s taking another turn, wrap it up and try again tomorrow.

CLEAN the workspace during the workshop and make sure everything 
remains complete.

COUNT the tools at the end of the workshop, they tend to dissapear....

SUPPLEMENT the tools and materials for the workshop if something is 
missing or finished. Make sure that the person after you can start with a 
complete toolkit.


